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mirers following a West Coast Testimonia 


Editorial 


THE RESULTS OF THE KARABAGH CAMPAIGN 


Rev. M.B. Janbazian 


The scenes were reminiscent of the 
commemorative events with which the 
50th Anpiversary of the Armenian 
Genocide was marked in 1965—large 
scale demonstrations, political rallies, 
religious services and peaceful marches 
held in every major city in Armenia and 
ins every Armenian community in the 
Diaspora. - Last February, in an un- 
precedented demonstration of ethnic 
pride and national unity, Armenians of 
all political inclinations and religious per- 
Suasions joined together all over the 
world to show their solidarity with their 
kinsmen in Karabagh, who demanded 
that the Soviet leadership allow the 
unification of Karabagh with Armenia. 

Karabagh, a mountainous region with 
an area of about 1,750 square miles, has 
been a center of Armenian culture from 
remotest times. Even when Armenia had 
been under foreign occupation, Karabagh 
was an autonomous enclave ruled by 
Armenian princes. After the Sovietization 
of the Caucasus, however, Stalin, wan- 
ting to gain Turkey's support for his 
policies against the West, arbitrarily an- 
nexed the region to Azerbaijan, a Soviet 
republic with a Turkish-Moslem popula- 
tion. Azerbaijanis since then have per- 
sistently discriminated against the Arme- 
nian majority in Karabagh. Moreover, by 
suppressing the freedom of the Arme- , 
nians to express their religious and ! 
cultural values, the Azerbaijanis have also 1 

systematically discouraged the social and 
economic development of the region, 


pursuing a policy of compelling Arme- 
nians to emigrate from the area. In the 
past, Armenians have unsuccessfully 


© petitioned the Soviet leadership to allow 


Karabagh to reunite with Armenia. Last 
February, the Armenians of Karabagh, 
trusting in Moscow's professed policies of 
Glasnost and Perestroika (openness and 
restructuring), demonstrated peacefully 
against the injustice committed against 


them and manifested their resolve to 


preserve their identities as Armenians and 
Christians. Moscow, however, failed to 
recognize a unique opportunity to correct 
a past injustice and show the genuineness 
of its commitment to Glasnost and 
Perestroika, It conceded only “economic 
and social-cultural development,” a 
response that led many Armenians to 
conclude the latest Karabagh Campaign 
and all that went into it—passion, hopes, 
new martyrs—produced only another 
rebuff to Armenian aspirations. 

Indeed, the apparent results of the 
campaign fell far short of Armenian ex- 
pectations. But it should be noted that the 
campaign accrued some lasting gains in 
the on-going struggle of the Armenians 
to seek justice for their people who have 
suffered the loss of 1.5 million innocent 
lives, dispossession of ancestral lands, 
deportation and exile. 

The first gain of the campaign is the 
wide, and unsolicited, publicity given to 
the event by the international news 
media, revealing to the world (and to 
many Armenians) one of the little-known 
facets of the great injustices committed 
against the Armenian people. 

The second gain is that it demonstrated 
the deep sense of unity that exists among 
Armenians worldwide. Deportation, ex- 
ile and unfortunate circumstances have 
scattered surviving Armenians all over the 
world, turning them into American, Ira- 
nian, Brazilian, Lebanese, Australian, 
French or Canadian Armenians. But 
wherever they live, in Armenia or 


elsewhere, Armenians remain deeply. 


aware of their peoplehood and the bonds 
that unite them as one people with one 
Armenian Christian heritage, one cause, 
one hope and one destiny. 

A third gain of the Karabagh Cam- 


— M. B. Jdanbazian 


paign, the largest unauthorized mass 
demonstration in a country notorious for 
its intolerance of public protest, affirms 
the irrepressibility of the spirit of freedom 
with which all human beings are en- 
dowed. Dictators and totalitarian regimes 
may be able to use brute force, arbitrary 
laws and inhumane means to subjugate 
and brutalize their people, but they can 
never destroy the freedom-loving and 
freedom-seeking spirit that God has 
created in all human beings. 

Then, too, the Karabagh Campaign 
gave occasion for the Azerbaijani Turks 
to demonstrate to the world that their 
nature and character have not changed. 
As aresult of Armenian demands, Azer- 
baijanis launched murderous attacks on 
innocent Armenians in Azerbaijan. In the 
city of Sumgait, only 20 miles north of 
the Azerbaijan capital of Baku, Azir Turks 
went on a rampage of rape and murder 
that resulted in the loss of a reported 
1,500 or more innocent Armenian lives. 
An Azerbaijani woman told an American 
journalist that she had seen Azerbaijanis 
burst into the maternity ward where she 


worked and disembowel pregnant Arme- ,, 


nian women and smash Armenian babies 
against the walls. These atrocities prove 
yet again that Turks are indeed capable 
of and prone to committing the most 
hideous crimes against humanity. 

But why deal with this issue in our 
publication? This question may occur to 
some of our readers. The answer is that 
the Karabagh issue constitutes one aspect 
of the Genocide and the great injustice 
committed against a peace-loving Chris- 
tian nation nearly annihilated, robbed of 
its homeland and exiled to the farthest 
corners of the world. The Bible indicates 
that as Christians we cannot remain in- 
different to human injustice but, like the 
prophets of old, we must raise our voices 
against any human injustice. As Chris- 
tians, we are called to fight prejudice and 
oppression, whoever and wherever the 
victims may be. Our Lord’s example man- 
dates our solidarity with victimizea peo- 
ple and our Christian faith challenges us 
to commit ourselves to the prophetic task 
of calling criminals to repent and exhor- 
ting oppressors to do justice. 


TESTIMONIAL BAN 
G.H. 


“IN HONOR OF REV. DR. 


‘ 
| Rev. Dr. G.H. Chopourian, recently 
| retired as Executive Director of the Arme- 
nian Missionary Association of America 
| (AMAA), was the guest of honor at a 
banquet held at the United Armenian 
Congregational Church in Hollywood, 
California. The following account by Mr. 
| eld DeMirjian, a member of the 
MAA Board of Directors, describes the 
| °ccasion as follows: 
| The Armenian Missionary Association 
| of America gathered in the UACC Ava- 
21an Hall on Saturday, December 5, 1987 
to honor the Rev. Dr. G.H. Chopourian 
and his wife, Yeprouhi, for 19 years of un- 
pa cled service as the Executive Direc- 
or of the Association. 
The ministers or representatives of 
every one of the Armenian Evangelical 
hurches in California and AMAA sup- 
Porters and friends, who came from as 
x away places as Phoenix, San Fran- 
'SCo, San Diego, Fresno, and the East 
ast, were welcomed by Mr. H. Hrant 
Agbabian, the’ Chairman of the 
eee Banquet Committee. The 
tional invocation was presented by 


Don't spoil me. I know quite well that | ought not to have all 


lask for — I'm only testing you. 


On't be afraid to be firm with me. I prefer it, it makes me 


feel secure, 


n't let me form bad habits. I have to rely on you to detect 


them in the early stages. 


©n't make me feel smaller than I am. It only makes me 


behave stupidly “big”. 


feat correct me in front of people if you can help it. 
take much more notice if you talk quietly with me In private. 
n't make me feel that my mistakes are sins. It upsets my 


Sense of values. 


©n't protect me from consequences. | need to 


Painful way sometimes. 


©n't be too upset when I say “I hate you”. 
you | hate but your power to thwart me. 
n't take too much notice of my small ailments. 


they get me the attention | need. 


n't nag. If you do, I shall have to protect mys¢ 


Pearing deaf. 


Sometimes it isnt 


Standing Ovation for Dr. GH. C 
Dr. Sarkis Kalfayan (right). , 
our enthusiastic and dynamic Rev. ve J 
followed by a carefully selected are 
menu which was theresa appreciate 
iscriminating guests. 

as i of Ceremonies for this a 
casion was our Dr. Sarkis Kalfayan, Wn° 


That is why | a 
Don't put me of 


Don't ever sugges 
me too great as 
Dont ever think t 


learn the towards you. 
it, so please pu 
Don't forget how 
difficult for you 
Don't forget that 
nderstanding, 


Sometimes 


hopourian. Flanking him are: lal Jal 


annot explain m 
m not always accurate. 
f when | ask questions. If you do, you will 


sking and see 


find that I stop @ plaice completely confuses me and makes 


Doni be inconsisten 

me lose faith in you. 
Dont tell me mY fears ar 
h to reass 


t that yo 
hock when I discover that you are neither. 


hat it is beneath your dignity to apologize 


e, An honest apology makes me feel surprisingly warm 
to me. 


bene ee with it. 

quickly | am growing up. It must be very 
to keep pace with me, but please do try. 
{| don't thrive without lots of love and 
but I don't need to tell you, do I? 


keep yourself fit and healthy. 1 need you. 


WY Uul 
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QUET 
CHOPOURIAN 


rant Agbabian (left) and 


introduced the distinguished guests and 
program participants in his unique style, 
interjecting skillfully prepared comments 
and remarks to keep the audience enter- 


tained all evening. 
Greetings, heartfelt congratulations 


yself as well as ! should like. 
k my information elsewhere. 


e silly. They are terribly real and you 
ure me if you try to understand. 
u are perfect or infallible. It gives 


rimenting. | couldn't get along without 


LUIE 


and words of appreciation were proclaim- 
ed by representatives of the entire Arme- 
nian population, including: The Western 
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America, Armenian General 
Benebolent Union, Stephen Philibosian 
Foundation, Haigazian College, and the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America. Following musical selections by 
Lucina Agbabian Hubbard, Mrs. Alice 
Haig presented a citation prepared by 
Governor George Deukmejian. 

The tribute to Rev, Dr. Chopourian was 
prepared and delivered by Mr. H. Hrant 
Agbabian, Vice-President, AMAA Board 
of Directors. On behalf of the AMAA, Mr. 
Agbabian recognized Dr. Chopourian’s in- 
valuable services to many religious, 
educational, charitable and cultural in- 
stitutions and Organizations as the Ex- 
ecutive Director of i 
se the AMAA since 

Milowing musical selections by the 
Garabedian String Quartet, the Rev. Dr. 
Chopourian graciously accepted the ac- 
colades and the honor bestowed upon 
him, but with Sincerity and humility he 
shared the glory of the moment with 
those who had come before him, and 


ey 


The Guests at the Head Table 


those who supported the organization 
and its noble charter throughout the 
years. 

Those who were present and par- 
ticipated in the proceedings of this 
Testimonial Banquet went home with a 
new commitment for missions and 
uplifted spirits. There was a feeling of 
general self-satisfaction and a sense of ac- 
complishment among the guests for sup- 
porting an organization, such as the 
AMAA, which has done so much for our 


people all over the world. 

The West Coast members of the 
AMAA Board of Directors and the UACC 
family can be proud of organizing and 
hosting this memorable event. Special 
thanks are also due to our Missions Com- 
mittee members who joined hands with 
Mrs. Elizabeth Agbabian’s volunteers in 
preparing and decorating the Avazian 
Hall in a most elegant and tasteful man- 
ner, befitting the opulence of the 
occasion. 


aM et ee ee a ek ae 
WHY WE ARE WHERE WE ARE: 
THE REASONS FOR A SUCCESSFUL AMAA 


Editor’s note: The following is the text 


of the Response/Message delivered by 
Dr. G.H. Chopourian at the Testimonial 
Banquet given in his honor on December 
5, 1987 at the United Armenian Con- 
gregational Church of Hollywood, CA. 


The Chairman, Distinguished Clergy, 
Honored Guests, Compatriots and 
Friends, Ladies and Gentelmen: 

Mrs. Chopourian and I are proud to 
have you as our friends and we thank 
you for coming in such goodly numbers 
to show your affection and appreciation. 
We are deeply grateful for the good sen- 
timents expressed by my friends and col- 
leagues. If | attempt to play down the 
compliments, I might appear to be unap- 
preciative. One thing said is sure — 
rouhie has the higher 1Q, 


Two incidents, however. may put mat- 
ters into proper perspective. One after- 


Yep- 


noon at a July 4th picnic in Paramus, a 
few Board members and I were welcom- 
ing a guest. The guest, who I did not 
know, blurted out an accusation: “You 
know, he said turning to me, “You did 
something I have not been able to forgive 
you for” I inquired, “What was that?” He 
hesitated, but on my encouragement, ex- 
plained: “Four of us youth were at an 
evening church service, apparently a bit 
noisy. You pointed your finger at us from 
the pulpit and threatened: ‘If you do not 
stop that talking I'll have you all taken out 
of the hall? ” I explained: “That is not my 
style, but could you tell me the year in 
which the incident took place?” He “scrat- 
ched” his memory and said, “In 1945” I 
was relieved, specially in the presence of 
the Board members, and said, “But | 
came to the United States in 1955.” He 
had mistaken me for another minister. 

About ten minutes following the story, 


a distinguished and beautiful lady came 
up to me, introduced herself as Mrs. 
(blank) and said, “You know, I cannot 
ever forget the beautiful talk you gave. It 
was meaningful and _ eloquently 
delivered” I inquired as to where the 
message was given and on learning the 
name of the hall, I was disappointed. | 
had never heard of the place before, 
leave alone making a speech. Mistaken 
identity! 

In both instances, there was a wee bit 
of misunderstanding! 

I am sure you get the drift of my 
thoughts. I suggest there is a wee bit of 
misunderstanding too in the evening's 
sentiments. We are certain of one thing: 
the AMAA has come of age. 

It has achieved credibility — 

It is reliable, efficient and openly ac- 
countable — 

It can claim substantial assets — 


Haig and Rev. M.B. Janbazian. 


Above all, it has a special “spirit” of ser- 
Vice, Willing to go the second mile in ac- 
cordance with Christ's challenge. As a 
Consequence, it is particularly considerate 
of each and every participant. If there is 
°r there has been a deviation, at any 
time, from these claims, it was an acci- 

€nt — an unintended aberration. 
Naturally, this status was not reached by 
“Nance. There are solid reasons “why we 
“te where we are” or why we have suc- 
Ceedeq _ 

The first one of which is its sound 
foundation 

Organizationally, the AMAA was bas- 
£¢ on a modified format of the American 

“Card of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
‘!Ons, whose missionaries labored among 

Tmenians beginning about 1830. Ec- 
¢ €siastically, it acted as the missionary 
©utreach of the Evangelical Churches at 

©me and abroad. Personnelwise, the 
foundation was blessed with leaders of 
ability and quality and vision. The Rev. 

Ntranig Bedikian wrote extensively on 

€ mission of the AMAA, becoming a 
©ng-time volunteer worker and a promi- 
ent interpreter of the purpose and 

“Spirations of the Association. The Rev. 

€rvant H. Hadidian, Ph.D., was another 

Volunteer worker and valiant critical 


. ©Valuator of the AMAA and an able co- 


°rdinator of mission cooperation with the 
Merican Board. The Reverends Mihran 
alaidjian, Manasseh G. Papazian, N. 
€gian and Mr. Steven Mardigian also 
acted as helpful Executive Secretaries. It 
Was not until 1946 that the first paid Ex- 
cutive Secretary was appointed in the 
Person of the Rev. Puzant Kalfayan. His 
Was a difficult period. He had to start 


organizational, managerial and ae 
tional procedures practically from scratch. 
I still remember my good friend's pee 
ing voice echo Scripture: a Bee e 
without a vision shall perish and t en 
challenge all to be committed to nays 
sion of evangelism and mission. He a 

a vision of great dimension for his Pee: 
ple and God's Kingdom. In 1958 he se 
million dollars. His un- 
fortunate early death ushered in Dane 
vices of the much loved Edward S. Tov- 
e compassion led many 
m up towards 
f the AMAA. 
firmly laid 
lly added 
lose to 


a goal to raise one 


massian whos 
complacent persons to wat 
the mission and purposes O 
Yes, the foundations were 
by leaders of vision. I persona 
a few bricks to the edifice in my © 
19 years with the AMAA. ine 
The second reason for sted 
success is ingrained in 
ose. 
Bar Este AMAAs pups 
elevate the spiritual and moral con 


S d mor al 
of all Armenians }2) ; 


ditary and each 

i in their 
generation must culti m | 
children and youth. T : 
faithfulness to its purpOs® ae 
be viewed as an association uniquely 
committed to the upbuildin 
by leading people to 
Armenian who woul 
development of characte 
children? I doubt it! The ye nes 
to that single purpose an ee en 
many today respect and love i ee 
There is a third good = eee 
which lies in the Asso 


Board Members 


; 3 isian, Mrs. Joyce 
Some of the participants in the Banquet program: Archbishop Datev Sarkisia 


, 7a -_ 


a e/ 


babian Hubbard, Mrs. Alice 


* a 


Stein, Lucina Ag 


AMAA was blessed with a corps of 
able Directors. The members sab 
judicious, sensible, cooperative. inte Hits 

- and self-giving. ee rasa oa oS 
e 

embers have donate I 
AG throughout the years in ee 
to making generous oo aA A a 

é ledgeable a 
have been know i 
cooperative. In my 19 years, ea 
had one serious problem with the 


irectors. 
i ee there no problems at me ae? 
We faced two major ones, 7 ie 
which pre-dated by 10 or bg that 
assumption of office in 1969. ie 
ly, both were resolved. The ae on 
ne a demand to merge the A ge 
i  AEUNA, was dropped w ¥ ic 
tical and legal consequences 0 ae 
- were made evident. The second, 
: ae to strengthen local mission, was 
=) abd the creation of a Joint sil 
Mi aa Committee, with the AMAA ii 
ae Home Mission projects of - iad 
nian Evangelical Union © 


America. 
Above and beyond 
the fourth reason, 


! 
h one of you: 
eee of you prayerful supporters 


hose hearts throbbed with sympathy 
La ve of themselves in caring and lov- 
ra i s, You did not go as missionaries 
ae but performed mission with 
p 
ks: yy 
hei Haigazian College going in 
me times; 
ee ies the AMAA to sustain the 
Is; 
k of dozens of schools; 
a helped the AMAA to help chur- 


. 3 kc: 
in their construction work, 
oe (Cont. on page 6) 


all, however, is 
that is you! 


IMAGES OF AN ARMENIAN WOMAN 


By Joyce Abdulian 


Editor’s note: The following is the 
text of a highly evocative speech 
delivered by Ms. Joyce Abdulian of Los 
Angeles, CA, at the 25th Anniversary 
Mother's Day Dinner of the United Arme- 
nian Congregational Church of 
Hollywood, CA, on May 9, 1987. In 
response to many requests from our 
members, we are pleased to share it with 
Our readers as a tribute to our mothers 
on the occasion of the forthcoming 
Mother’s Day. 

As I scan this room, I see so many 
women who were brides themselves 25 
years ago. Now many of their daughters 
are recent brides or brides to be, and they 
are the mothers-in-law. Just for starters 
Id like to share two ancient village patted 
traditions with you. Of course, the 
mother-in-law is the focus here. ; 

One example was a mandatory period 
of silence imposed upon the bride. This 
period was known to last as long as 10 
years! Its purpose was to teach sub- 
missivness. Only when the mother-in-law 


gave permission was the bride allowed to 
speak again. 


One other example is told of a village 
where the bride, upon entering the door 
of her husband’s home for the first time, 
was made to crawl between the legs of 
her mother-in-law. All very heavy submis- 
sion, isn't it? 

Our whole theme today is memories. 
Today, we too are going to take a little 
journey into time. I want you to come 
with me as I present different images in 
the life of an Armenian woman. 

Before we begin, let's give the mena 
moment. I in no way mean to discount 
the courage, integrity, intelligence, for- 
titude or faith of the Armenian man, but 
today, we are going to focus on the 
woman. I also am going to narrow the 
field a bit more by discussing the woman 
who in a very round about way came to 
America. 

The Mid-Eighteen Hundreds 

The time is the mid-eighteen hun- 
dreds. Our Armenian woman could have 
been born to wealth and position in the 
community. Her counterpart was the 
woman born to the poor, depressed, and 
uneducated family. One family was ac- 


Joyce Abdulian 


customed to servants caring for their 
every need. . . living in comfort, while the 
other lived in struggle. The wealthy family 
usually owned land, having many 
workers tilling and harvesting the crops, 


WHY WE ARE 


You provided a couple of million 
dollars in the past 12 years of the 
Lebanese Civil War for impoverished 
families: 

You Made the AMAA What It is Today! 

I have personally marveled at your 
generosity and philanthropy. A small two- 
Percent minority Evangelicals of the total 
Armenian population in the United 
States, you served the Armenian people 
far beyond your numbers, 

You also put me on the map, a 
newcomer to the United States unsure of 
contribution | might make to God and 
Man. 

For all this, Mrs. Chopourian, whose 
unusual sacrifices are known fully only to 
our children, and I thank you all from the 
depths of our hearts. We specially wish 
to thank all those who Organized this 
evening's activities, the Board members 
on the West Coast, the Vice-President, 


(Cont. from page 4) 


Mr. Hrant Agbabian, and the Rev. Moses 
Janbazian for making the ultimate 
sacrifice of traveling here from the East 
for the occasion. Iam happy that he was 
with me at the AMAA headquarters for 
about six years working with me. He is 
an old hand now, and will add a bright 
chapter to the life of the Association. 

I must not forget to thank three per- 
sons in the audience who labored with 
me for the AMAA: Dr. Pepronia Merja- 
nian, Mr. Hagop Loussararian and Mr. 
Hratch Baliozian. 

What remains for all of us is to be 
faithful: not tire of doing good; not be 
discouraged; move forward— 

“But as for you, brethren” writes Paul 
to the Church in Thessalonia, “Do not 
gtow weary in doing good” 

Keep on doing what is right. The world 
crowns success, someone has said, but 
God crowns faithfulness, 


In a devotional booklet I read 
something about the coat of arms of 
Australia. The figures of two animals are 
stamped on it: 

An Emu 
A Kangaroo 

The Emu, a big, tall bird, cannot move 
backward. When it tries to do so on its 
big flat toes, it falls down. 

The Kangaroo has a big, long, heavy 
tail. It cannot go backward. 

What a beautiful symbolism! Australia 
is committed to move forward, not 
backward. 

We must have a positive stand, a 
forward-looking attitude, in our spiritual, 
moral and service-oriented life. We must 
do the difficult and unpleasant things 
because God wants those things done. 
Not to count the cost; not to look for 
crowns. Remember: — GOD CROWNS 
FAITHFULNESS. 


as the ladies of the house were perfec- 
ting their skills in needle-work and 
culinary arts. 


The poor family was destined to pick. 


the linters of wheat left by the harvesters. 
There were even, in some cases, chur- 
ches where only the wealthy worshiped 
while their poorer neighbors worshipped 
in another. 

But in many cases, women of both 
economic classes were privileged to at- 
tend schools and colleges. This always 
amazes me that a family of that period 
Would allow their daughter to live away 
from home, in a dormitory. This was such 
4 progressive act. Women came from 
Villages and towns to receive an educa- 
tion. Of course we owe much to far- 
Sighted Armenians and missionaries who 
So lovingly helped educate our people. 
So many of our Armenian women who 
Came from poorer families studied side 
by side with wealthy girls, due to the 
benevolence of friends. As a result of this 
thirst for education and self awareness, 
the Armenian woman contributed great- 
ly to the literature, art, and music of our 
People, 

The Great Leveler 

Along came the great leveler. . . the 
Senocide. The wealthy and poor woman 
Walked side by side through the desert. 

e interaction that took place here is 
€gendary. The Armenian woman's 
Strength was to be put to a test never to 
be duplicated. (Most men of strength 
Were killed, leaving the woman to fend 
for herself and for her shattered family.) 

Imagine a scene with me now of a 
Mother clutching her infant to her breast 
to muffle any possible cries. All around 

er are bodies; some being her loved 
nes, She feigns death, not breathing, as 
8 soldier with a sword removes jewelry, 
along with the parts of the body that wear 
it. She dares not open her eyes. The 
thump of additional bodies falling is finally 
Silenced. Does she dare attempt an 
scape? She does, along with thousands 
Of others in similar scenerios. She is cap- 
tured by a friendly Moslem family and 

ept on as a servant. One more humilia- 
tion must come to her before her 
freedom. Her face is tatooed all over. 
Finally she escapes and joins countless 
Others in a city like Allepo, Syria, where 
Tefuge is found. 


Now our Armenian woman is faced 
with a new challenge: that of caring for 
her family in the foreign environment she 
has been transported to by fate. 

Quickly she settles into a makeshift 
home fashioned out of tin cans or a cave 
carved out of a mountainside. She must 
use her ingenuity and skills to cook meals 
for her family out of meager supplies. No 
longer can she exhibit her talents of mak- 
ing the thinnest paklava dough or the 
most uniform kuftas she was praised for 
in the past. She has only, in many cases, 
a piece of bread or an onion. This is sur- 
vival time. Sometimes she fails. She must 
quiet her hungry children and assure 
them things will be better with the Lord's 
help. She kneels with them in prayer as 
they fall asleep. She then turns to God 
and pleads for wisdom and strength for 
the next day. 

Church A Reality 

Almost immediately, our survivors 
form a group to worship God. The first 
church service is probably held under 
some olive trees. Slowly the other sur- 
vivors accumulate and the church 
becomes a reality. The next immediate 
step is to form a school. This school is 
formed by loving and selfless pioneers 
and helpful missionaries and friends from 
abroad. You may ask, what about the 
father during this upheavel. We all know 
the surviving father was there to sustain 
the family with whatever ability he had. 
He was responsible for the physical sur- 
vival. The Armenian mother went 
beyond this. She was responsible for 
keeping the family’s faith alive during yd 
difficult times and po gently 

i r children to Christ. 
Seer us are aware of the aay 
Armenian community that pb es ES 
Allepo and other areas that een 
the displaced Armenian. The era 
groups that developed a eat 
Garmer Khatch, various enev 


Bible study groups: led by 


ieties, 
soc groups, etc. 


inister’s wives, musical 
él Another scene during this same ae 
finds our Armenian emis sae cn 
situation, that of a freedom _ oe i 
result of the terror inflicted upe ce 
ple during the late 1800's a ee 
1900's, when manpower was im ae 
due ‘See many strong men being killed, 


: ms, Ge 
some of our Armenian women joined 


freedom fighters, known “Fedias”. They 
moved from town to town in small groups 
to help defend unarmed Armenians from 
attacks by the Turks and Kurds. Granted, 
most Fedias were men, but many women 
helped in the struggle by fighting side by 
side with the mem. If you consider the at- 
titudes of this time towards women all 
over the world, this bravery shows the 
strength of our Armenian woman who 
was able to break away from her tradi- 
tional role as a female. 

Not only were these women fighting to 
protect their people, but they tried to ex: 
pand the Armenian woman's role in 
society. Zabel Yessayan, an Armenian 
novelist who lived during the first half of 
the 20th century, wrote (and I quote), 
“Women were born to advance their 
mental, ethical, and physical aspects. All 
women who respect themselves should 
make it their ideal to become a wrorieinss 
and contributing element on earth” Pretty 
revolutionary ideas coming so many 
years before our “women’s 8 movement. 

Parliamentarian 
wieeatioele now on the year 1918 and 
with the writing of the constitution for the 
small Republic of Armenia. Our re 
has been given the right to vor ( n y 
in 1920 did the USS. allow this.) This Bo 
republic also has an 80 member ae ia- 
ment. One member is a woman. Tlow 
e! The picture of our Armenian 


rkabl 3 
re learer and in 


woman is becoming C¢ 


arper focus. 
5 let us turn to the Armenian 


9 sought to broaden her 
many cases, came to 
behind mother, father, 
and extended family. Having ag tee 
thought of the courage this took: oing 
to a strange land, never seeing seh 
parents for perhaps forty eae more: 
Now that air travel has diminished the size 
of the world, we seem bewildered at the 
thought of having family across the 
oceans and not seeing them tor decades, 
and hearing of their death. . .never be- 
ing with them to share their joys and sor- 
rows, and having them share our lives. 
- Sad, but this happened all the time. 
Granted, most women came to a familiar 
family or relative, but put yourself into 
their place. Can you see sending your 
beloved child to another world, knowing 
full well you will never see him again? 


woman who s 
horizons. She, in 
the U.S., leaving 


ARAM ZIPPER: A MAN WITH 
A GOLDEN HEART 


Many people know Aram Mooshovian 
better as Aram “Zipper” because of his 
many years in the tailoring trade and his 
skillful repairing of zippers. Fewer people, 
perhaps, know that he is also a major 
benefactor of the AMAA and other 
Armenian organizations and causes. 

Aram was born in Kharput, Turkey, in 
1893. He was only four years old when 
his father was killed in a Turkish massacre 
of Armenians. His mother took her 
children to Izmir (Smyrna), then to Alex- 
andria, Egypt, in 1903, and finally to 
Fresno in 1912. 

. Aram joined the US. Army during 
World War I and served in France. After 
NS, war he served in Siberia, Japan 

China and the Philippines before iewine 
the service in 1920. For a while he work- 
ed on a ferryboat between Oakland and 
San Francisco; on one occasion he met 
and shook hands with Woodrow Wilson 
on the ferry during a presidential visit to 
San Francisco and Oakland. 

Soon afterwards Aram returned to 
Fresno and established himself as a 
master tailor and zipper expert. He and 
his wife Agnes (who died in 1981) had 
no children, but over the years they spon- 
sored the education of many young 
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Aram “Zipper” Mooshovian 


Armenians both in Lebanon and in the 
United States. One young woman who 
was helped to come to the U.S. and get 
a college education was grateful enough 
to later name her first-born son after 
Aram. 

In 1974 Aram heard that a town in 
Colombia was named “Armenia” in 
memory of the Armenian Christians 
massacred by the Turks in 1898. He 
visited the community and expressed his 


appreciation by commissioning a marble 


plaque and a large bust of Abraham 


Lincoln—both the work of Fresno artist 
Varaz Samuelian—to be placed in the 
town. 

Another of Aram’s achievements will 
help preserve the Armenian language by 
making it easier for young children to 
learn the Armenian alphabet painlessly. 
He spent several years developing a set 
of 40 wooden alphabet blocks, all at his 
own expense. The first 300 sets produc 
ed were donated to the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of North America 
(AEUNA). 

These are but a few of Aram “Zipper” 
Mooshovian’s philanthropic activities dur- 
ing his long and active life. He has been 
a strong supporter of the AMAA, having 
donated more than $150,000 to the 
Association over the years. In addition, 
he recently established a $50,000 fund 
dedicated to providing relief assistance to 
needy Armenians. 

On March 15th, Aram celebrated his 
95th birthday. One might use his favorite 
Armenian word, “skanchelee” to describe 
Aram himself as well as his contributions 
to his community, his fellow Armenians 
and his ethnic heritage. 


AESSC OBSERVES REFUGEE SERVICES 
RECOGNITION WEEK 


Representatives from the Armenian 
Evangelical Social Service Center 
(AESSC) staff and its Board of Directors 
joined with other professional and 
volunteer persons in observance of 
Refugee Recognition Week (February 29 
through March 5, 1988). Governor 
Deukmejian had declared that period as 
Refugee Recognition Week in California 
to honor refugees as well as the organiza- 
tions serving them. 

Refugee service organizations in the 
State of California were invited to par- 
ticipate in cultural fairs held in serveral 
cities. The Social Service Center had an 
outstanding exhibit on display in 

Sacramento and Los Angeles. 

In addition to the Director of the 


Center, Ms. Roseann Saliba, and staff 
member Ms. Norah Ashjian three 
members of the AESSC's Board of Direc- 
tors traveled to Sacramento with the ex- 
hibit. They were Ms. Evelyn Levonian, 
Ms. Joyce Stein and Ms. Kay Zoolalian. 
For two hours various Armenian musical 
artists presented Armenian songs and 
dances while Armenian ethnic food as 
well as arts and crafts were displayed. 
Ms. Saliba and Mr. Walter Barnes of 
the State of California Office of Refugee 
Assitance were interviewed on a leading 
Sacramento radio station regarding the 
work of the AESSC. The AESSC repre- 
sentatives who traveled to Sacramento 
also attended a special banquet honor- 
ing Ms. Saliba. 


The AESSC, which was founded by 
the AMAA in 1976, has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to the Armenian 
refugee community. The Center is 
Funded by the AMAA through the 


- AMAA/AEUNA Joint Home Mission 


Committee and is supported by the 
Stephen Philibosian Foundation and local 
Armenian Evangelical churches. Ms. Ro- 
seann Saliba has been the Director of the 
Center for the past three years. 

The AESSC has received numerous 
commendations by State, County and Ci- 
ty governing bodies recognizing the effec- 
tive services it faithfully provides to Arme- 
nian newcomers. 


AMAA MEMBERS IN THE NEWS 


ARCHIE CHERKEZIAN 
HONORED 


Thomas Chatalbash presenting recognition 
Plaque to Archie Cherkezian. 


j The Oriental Rug Importers Associa- 
tion (ORIA) held its 58th annual 
hristmas meeting and banquet on 
December 16, 1987, at Manhattan's 
aldorf Astorian Hotel and awarded a 
SPecial plaque to Archie Cherkezian of 
Jackson Heights, NY. The large plaque, 
a testimony to Archie's tireless devotion 
to the Association through good times 
and bad, reads as follows: “An Honored 
Lifetime Devotee to our organization, the 
Oriental Rug Importers Association, 
1987. Let the record show that no one 
as done more to foster the success of 
Sur organization than you, Archie 
Cherkezian. You have, without hesitation, 
unselfishly given your time and devotion 
to keep our organization in the ‘Light?’ 
During the trying times of the sixties and 
Seventies and during the brighter years of 
the eighties, you have taken an impor- 
tant part in many ways in our present pro- 
fit growth. Thank you, Archie.” 
Among Archie's many achievements 
Were two terms as President of ORIA 
(1965-66 and 1969-70) and over three 
decades as editor of The Oriental Rug 
Magazine, the Association's official organ. 
Under Archie's direction, the publication 
Now features a new color format and in- 
depth editorial coverage of the industry. 


Upon receiving the plaque, Archie 


Cherkezian thanked the Association for 
this great honor. In his response, he 
stated, “We can all be proud of this 
Association because its end product . . . 
the handwoven oriental rug, the painting 
on the floor. . . has graced many rooms 
in America. Further, the distribution has 
been made with the greatest integrity and 
honesty. And? he continued, “we can be 
proud to be members of the industry 
because of that spiritual chemistry which 
fused the variéd ethnic entities into one 
monolithic group striving to achieve the 
goals of an industry, without rancor, 
without contention, with peace and love” 

Archie, a strong believer in mission and 
Christian outreach, is an AMAA Board 
member who has served the AMAA as 
a member of various committees, (Co= 
Chairman and MC. of the Presidents’ 
Banquet in 1973, Recording Secretary 
Pro-Tempore in 1972, Treasurer from 
1971 to 1976, and President from 1976 
to 1978. 
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MARIE ALBERIAN CITED AS A 
“WOMAN OF ACHIEVEMENT’ 


Marie Alberian of Weehawken, Nd, 
received a New Jersey Women of 
Achievement Award granted annually by 
Douglass College and the New Jersey 
State Federation of Women's Clubs. One 


of seven distinguished women selected 
from 80 nominations, Ms. Alberian was 
Friday, 


honored at a special luncheon on 
March 25, at Douglass College's Neilson 
Hall. 

Ms. Alberian was honored for her 
outstanding record of volunteer service to 
the North Hudson Community Action 
Corporation, which runs 25 different pro- 
grams. These include housing assistance, 
Cuban and Haitian entrants program, jO 
development, family planning sive 
alcohol rehabilitation, head-start, and 4 
inic. Ms. Alberian, indeed, has 
y of activities and ac- 
her post as the North 
ity Action Corpora- 


prenatal cl 
an imposing arra 
complishments !n 


tion’s First Vice 
Chairman of ¢ 


| 


Marie Alberian 


vironmental Commission. 

Ms. Alberian is an active member of 
the Armenian Presbyterian Church of 
Paramus, where she is an elder and a 
choir member; she taught Sunday School 
for many years and has served as 
Treasurer. She is a member of i 
Presbytery of the Palisades, a union of 
churches and 135 ministers. As 2 core 
member of the Presbytery, Marie 1s 2 
_ r communicator.” 

ee is married to Edwin Alberian, a 
versatile singer and health eae 
known widely by children as Dokey E 
Clown.” They recently returned oo iO 
days in Yerevan, capital of a 
Armenia, where the local youngste 
were charmed by Edwins program. 
Both Marie and Edwin are mi 
members of the AMAA, having faith ul- 
ly prayed, labored and given of ee 
and substance for the mission oO : 
Association. For many years Marie serve 
as Chairman of the Child Education 
Committee of the AMAA, which pro- 
motes the sponsorship of the education 
of orphans and poor children. 

Marie's parents would be proud of her, 
for Dr. J.H. Hekimian, and his wife, Zvart, 
were a mission-minded couple who 
taught their daughters (Marie's sister is 
Gladys Keuhnelian of Tenafly, NJ) Chris- 
tian love and service. 


BRIEF NEWS 


NEW YORK CHURCH BIDS FARE- 
WELL TO REV. ALBARIAN 

The Armenian Evangelical Church of 
New York gave a farewell dinner on Sun- 
day, February 21, for its pastor, Rev. 
Daniel Albarian, who was due to depart 
on the following day with his family to 
Downey, California, to begin his new 
ministry at the Immanuel Armenian Con- 
gregational Church. Among those who 
expressed words of appreciation to the 
Albarians, Daniel and his wife, Susan, 
were: Berge Kayian, Chairman of the 
Board of Deacons; Nerses Aynilian, 
Chairman of the Ministerial Search Com- 
mittee; Rev. Senekerim K. Sulahian, 
Pastor Emeritus of the church; Hilda 
Melkonian, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees; and H. Philip Hovnanian, 
Moderator of the church. Dr. Hovnanian 
gave a touching tribute to Rev. Albarian, 
relating how tiWiy association developed 
into almost a father-son relationship. Rev. 
Albarian responded by acknowledging 
' the memories evoked by the speakers 

and expressed sadness at leaving some 
of the close friendships and cherished 
relationships that had developed during 
his three years of pastoral ministry with 


the New York Church. 


CILICIA HAYEM’S 


Leaders of the Cilicia Hayem with the Executive Director of the AMAA, Rev. M.B. Janbazian. 
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Rev. Albarian, who has already assum- 
‘ed his pastoral duties as Associate 
Minister with The Rev. Dr. Herald A.G. 
Hassesian at the Immanuel Church of 
Downey. is an AMAA Board Member 
and a strong believer in the Evangelising 
mission of the church. 


HAIGAZIAN COLLEGE UPDATE 


~~ - ~~ = 
Wilma Cholakian 


A recent report from the Administrative 
Dean of Haigazian College, Ms. Wilma 
Cholakian, shows that the institution, 
now centered in East Beirut, is thriving. 
Conversion of the CMC building for 
classroom use has been completed, 


ANNUAL BANQUET 


On Saturday, January 23, 1988, the Hayem youth group of the Armenian Cilicia 


ary 


thereby expanding Haigazian’s capacity 
considerably. 

Haigazian College's student body, at 
the beginning of the current school year, 
totaled 286. Half of these were new 
students, a highly encouraging statistic. 
Four out of five students are Armenian, 
and there are four girls for every three 
boys. 

The most popular major, perhaps 
reflecting the practical outlook of the 
students, is business administration 
(40%). Second is computer science 
(20%). The remaining 40% are 
distributed among the social sciences, 
physical sciences, English, education and 
Armenian studies. 

After a difficult and prolonged transi- 
tion period, Haigazian College appears 
to have successfully established itself in 
East Beirut and is once again prepared 
to serve the advanced educational needs 
of the Armenian community in Lebanon. 


LUCY JANJIGIAN’S LATEST 
EXHIBITION 
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THE UPROOTED 


Artist Lucy Janjigian’s latest exhibition 
opened on February 22, 1988, at the 
Union Theological Seminary in New York 
City. Lucy's exhibitions continue to attract 
an ever-increasing and appreciative 
number of viewers. 
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OBITUARIES 


Boor (ASHJIAN) EJDAHARIAN 
fate (Ashjian) Ejdaharian of North 
f- y pod died on October 15, 1987, at St. 
ai Medical Center in Burbank, CA. 
S ane born in Marash (Turkey) on May 
ae bees was the second daughter of 
Ae and Sevgoul Ashjian. Her family liv- 
se eae Syria, but she received her 
ean eee arash and at the Aintab Col- 
ae ae Elise married Dr. Megurditch 
ace aa They were blessed with four 
ee en: Araxie (Mrs. Karamanoukian) was 
(Me esta ces Haig in Cairo; Armine 
Baek ilezikian) and Ardemis in Beirut. The 
i ete settled in Gaza, Palestine, in 1942 
lived there until 1955. 
aa was a homemaker and brought up 
oo ildren lovingly in the Christian faith. She 
eke talented in handwork. In the late 
en When the United Nations launched a 
an relief aid program for Palestinian 
. gees, she was asked to teach young girls 
nae She helped open a workshop 
Hie te she taught hundreds of Palestinian 
fe gee girls and women to make a living for 
emselves by doing embroidery. 
4 Baer Dr. and Mrs. Ejdaharian returned 
aa anon and settled in Tripoli. In 1967, just 
=n ise and her husband were planning to 
i ae to the US. to join their two daughters 
ate alifornia, Elise’s husband died suddenly. 
aa came to Los Angeles with her daughter, 
emis, and lived there until her last days. 
Elise loved and enjoyed working with her 
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Elise Ashjian Ejdaharian 
hands. She was very artistic, t 


alented and full 
of creative ideas. Whatever she did was in 


good taste. She was an excellent seamstress 
and her skill in knitting, crocheting, weaving, 
tatting and embroidery was unmatched. She 
was a perfectionist in everything she did. 
Elise loved her family and friends very 
much and in return, she was loved and 
respected by all. She was warm, friendly and 
full of life. 
Elise always trusted the Lord as her strength. 
There could be no other explanation for the 
courage and Christian manner in which she 
was able to face the many difficulties in her 
life. The untimely death of her daughter, Ar- 
mine, two years ago caused her great grief and 
an immeasurably deep sense of loss, but her 
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faith in the love of God never diminished. She 
lived a life of quiet confidence until the end, 
confirming by her living example the words 
of the apostle that “God has not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and 
of a sound mind” (Il Tim., 1:7). 

Elise always felt compelled to share the love 
she had found in Christ with others. She 
shared Christ's love with the needy and the 
unfortunate. She was a generous and faithful 


supporter of charitable causes, among which 
| place in her heart. 


yy two daughters, Ardemis 
Haig; by Araxie's and 
ch include six grand- 
grandchildren. 


She is survived b 


Haig’s families, whi 
children; and by six great- 


NECTAR GURLEKIAN 
Nectar Gurlekian was born approximately 


in 1909 in Sis, now part of Turkey, to Mary 
and Garabed Kevorkian. She was the 
youngest of three children, having two older 
brothers, Haig and Nazarett. 

At a very early age, Nectar lost her parents 
during the Armenian Genocide and thereafter 
grew up in orphanages in Constantinople, 
Turkey, and Athens, Greece. Subsequently, 
one of her uncles searched for relatives and 
found Nectar, and, later, her brother Nazarett, 
and brought them together to live in Athens. 


In Athens, Nectar taught physical education 
hool and Nazarett drove a 
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Rev. Hagop and Mrs. Nectar Gurlekian 
Athens and planned to minister in Turkey. The 
Gurlekians were blessed with five children: 
Berj, Berjouhi, Anayis, Khatchig and Arpi. 
Nectar Gurlekian was a devoted Christian 
and a loving mother who stood by her Ree: 
band through many difficult as well as happy 
times, 

During World War Il, Nectar’s family as well 
as other parishioners were put out of their 
village in Turkey. They traveled to Lebanon, 
taking ships and buses, fighting the terrible 
weather conditions, as well as typhoid and 
cholera. Nectar never lost her steadfast faith 
in the Lord and never stopped praying o: 
holding prayer meetings in tents, under trees 
or in open fields. Her life has been like Pilgrim 
Progress, traveling from Greece, Turkey, Syrie 
and eventually arriving in Tyre and ther 
Beirut, Lebanon. The Lord called and His 
faithful servants, Nectar and Hagop Gurlekian 
obeyed, “Here am I, send me!” 

In December, 1959, Nectar, Hagop and 
their youngest child, Arpi, came to the United 
States to join their four other children. In 
1982, Nectar and Hagop moved to Los 
Angeles to be closer to their children and 
grandchildren, their relatives and friends. Ip 
the same year, Reverend Hagop Gurlekian 
was called home by the Lord and Nectar was 
alone. 

Nectar Gurlekian is survived by her five 
children: Berj (late Sedda) Gurlekian; Berjouhi 
(Vartkes) Ketenjian: Anayis (William) Kasper; 
Khatchig (Susan) Gurlekian; Arpi (Garo) 
Robine; by her sister-in-law, Yeghsapet 
Gurlekian; and by twelve grandchildren and 
two great-grandchildren, 

“Dearest Mother, 

Your day started in a song and ended in 
Prayers. Your faith was like the Rock of 
Gibraltar and love for family and others, like 
a fortress. You were content with a small act 
rendered to you, but returned the favor with 

great service. First in prayer and dedication, 
then compassion by listening patiently to the 
problems of others and helping them when- 


ever possible. You were giving and forgiving. 
You shared what little you had with love and 
contentment. Dear mother, your neighbors 
and friends found a haven in your house. | 
am sure you are with the Lord, father and Un- 
cle Emo, praising and singing psalms. Your 
beautiful smile, your prayers and blessings are 
engraved in our hearts. I will love you and 
miss you always. 

Anayis Gurlekian Kasper” 


HAIG A. KEZIRIAN 
Submitted by: Dr. Haig Nishkian 


' L = 
Haig A. Kezirian 

Some people touch the lives of others in 
ways far greater than they ever imagine. This 
was the case with Haig A. Kezirian, or, as he 
was more affectionately known, Bob. Born on 
January 22, 1922, in Boston, Massachusetts, 
to Peter and Julia Kezirian, he was the sixth 
of seven children. The family, including older 
children Lucy, Stella, Edward, Herbert, and 
Pauline, moved from Massachusetts to Rolin- 
da, California, where most of the family still 
remain. Bob's younger brother, Aram, was 
born and raised in Rolinda. 

Bob attended local schools in the Central 
Unified School District. He graduated in 1939 
from Central Union High School, and later at- 
tended Fresno State University, where he was 
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an outstanding football player. In 1942 he 
volunteered for duty in the United States 
Navy and heroically served aboard a sub- 
marine chaser until the end of the war. He was 
discharged in the Fall of 1945, and returned 
to Rolinda, where he stayed, maintaining his 
involvement in the family business, a mer- 
cantile store and farming. 

On June 28, 1947, he married Alice 
Blueian, whom he lovingly referred to as “My 
Alice” They were blessed with six children: 
Vaughn, Robert, Terry, Peter, Paula, and 
Janice. His family was his life. His daughter- 
in-law, Ann, and grandchildren, Robin, Cor- 
ianne, and Teri Ann, also brought him endless 
happiness. But his love and concern did not 
end with his immediate family; instead, it 
spread to the tremendous bounds of his en- 
tire family, including brothers-in-law and 
sisters-in-law, nieces and nephews, their 
spouses and children, as well as his many dear 
friends. Bob is also survived by sisters Stella 
Mathson and Pauline Drake, and brothers 
Herbert Kezirian and Dr. Aram Kezirian. 

Despite his unassuming and low key man- 
ner, he was a successful merchant and farmer. 
Bob was a man of unlimited generosity. He 
unselfishly gave of himself, his time, his sup- 
port and his financial assistance to many local 
organizations. And, it was not uncommon for 
him to do so anonymously. An active and 
lifelong member of the Pilgrim Armenian Con- 
gregational Church, he was also involved with 
Kelso Foundation, part of the Association for 
Retarded Citizens of Fresno. 

Bob passed away on November 22, 1987. 
He lived his life as an example for all those 
around him. He will always live in the hearts 
of those he loved, and whose lives he 
touched. 


ELIZABETH APOIAN 

Elizabeth Apoian was the fourth of five 
children born to George and Anna (Attarian) 
Sevdalian on September 22, 1910, in 
Severag, Turkey. 

Elizabeth lived in Aleppo and later in Beirut. 
She emigrated to the United States in 1926. 

Elizabeth married Michael Apoian on 
September 2, 1929; they were blessed with 
three children: Joseph, Anna and Diana. 

Elizabeth was very industrious and worked 
as a seamstress in her husband's cleaning 
business. She was a loving mother and was 
always ready to help those who needed her 
assistance. A religious person, she loved God 
and with her sincerity and warmth she easily 
drew people to her. 

She passed away on Wednesday, October 
21, 1987, following a heart attack and lung 
failure. 


RACHEL SULAHIAN 

Rachel Sulahian—or “Badjie” as she was 
known to everyone—was born on February 
13, 1895, in Aintab, Turkey. She was the first 
Of five children of Soona and Takoohi 
Sulahian, 

In 1907, the Sulahian family moved to 
Aleppo, Syria, where Badgie attended a 
Christian school run by American mis- 
Slonaries. She graduated in 1909, and return- 
ed to Aintab to continue her education at the 
Aintab College for Girls. Upon graduation, she 
returned to Aleppo to teach in the missionary 
school, 

Her father emigrated to the U.S. and settl- 
ed in Cambridge, MA, in 1911. Her oldest 
brother, George, joined him in 1913. But war 
broke out in 1914, and all communications 

etween the American and Syrian branches 
of Badjie’s family were abruptly severed. Trap- 
Ped in a place where, at any time, they could 
be slaughtered by the Turks, Badgie’s mother 
Prayed with her children for deliverance. God 
“Nswered their prayer. Badgie’s maternal un- 
“le, Dr. Alexander Ishkhanian, found her a 
Secure Position as a nurse's aide in the local 
S°vernment hospital, and her mother was 
S'ven the opportunity to serve in a nearby mis- 
Slonary orphanage, where she and her other 
“hildren could live safely. 

After the war, Badgie and the rest of her 
amily in Aleppo emigrated to the U.S. 

Once established in Cambridge, Badgie ap- 

'ed her wartime nursing experience at the 

€rkins Institute for the Blind. But her dream 
Was to return to her native land as a mis- 
‘lOnary nurse. In 1922, she moved to New 
tk City to attend Bible school. Upon 
Sraduation she entered nursing school at New 
Ork’s Roosevelt Hospital, and received her 

‘N. certificate in 1928. When she applied to 

© mission board for an assignment in Turkey, 

°Wever, she was rejected because of the 
Card’s firm policy against sending mis- 
Sionaries back to their native land. So Badgie 
feturned to her family home in Cambridge 
and accepted a position at Mt. Auburn 
lospital in Watertown, MA. 

Badgie moved to Pasadena in 1932 to be 
Close to her brothers’ families and her parents. 
In California she worked as a surgical and 
©€mergency nurse and laer as a nursing super- 
Visor. She retired in 1957, at age 62. During 
these years she still found time to care for her 
aged parents. 

Her life’s work was far from completion. She 
Moved into the home of her Nephew, Leo, 
Serving as housekeeper and nurse for his 
Children, And she took on the additional 
esponsibility of caring for all the children in 
the Trinity Baptist Church nursery during Sun- 


day and midweek services. 

Failing eyesight finally forced Badgie to 
resign from the Trinity Baptist Church nursery 
— at the age of 80. But she still had more of 
herself to give. For the next several years, she 
cared for the pastor's child in her own home. 

In 1980, Badgie suffered a massive stroke. 
After three months of rehabilitation, she 
returned to her sister Helen's home. For the 
next three years, Helen cared for her, while 
her brother Setrag supervised her physical 
therapy. In 1983, she fell and apparently sul 
fered additional strokes. Despite her family’s 
love and care, Badgie’s health continued to 
decline and on December 6, 1987, she 
peacefully left this word to be with her Lord. 
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The AMAA Board of Directors ©x- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 
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ORGANIZED THE NINTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
BY 
THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE OF 

of the 

ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL UNION OF 

OF AMERICA 
MONDAY, JULY 4, 1988 NORTH AMERICA 

at the 

ARMENIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION AND 
and 


ARMENIAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH COMPLEX THE SIXTH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
Pee ie does OF THE ARMENIAN 


IP 
*Shish Kebab Dinner Serving from 1:00 - 4:00 nm. EVANGELICAL YOUTH FELLOWSH 
"Special Musical Program at 5:00 p.m. July 6-10, 1988 
We Wticome all from New Jersey, New York, at 
Connecticut and Pennsylvania 
THE BURBANK HILTON 
Donation: $12 Adults $6 for Children Under 12 
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Directions: Proceed West on 


Bridge about 3 miles to Forest Avenue, Exit on Forest, proceed about 


Wa mile to AMAA and Armenian Precigterion Church on right 


Route 4 from George Washington 


THE UNITED ARMENIAN 


CONGREGATIONAL CHUKCH 


Coming from West to East on Route 4, cross Route 17 and proceed 


10 Forest. Exit, take jug handle turn, cross over Route 4 to Head HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
querers as above 
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